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Share this:   

Maybe you can only imagine

heaven, but now you can better know

what to expect. I Believe in Heaven

contains inspirational, true stories

from the Bible, history, and today that

will give you hope, comfort, and

assurance about the place that

awaits you. 

Scars

Like many others, I survived a miserable childhood. That's neither a complaint
nor a boast, but only a fact. By the time I was 12, I began to plan to leave my
hometown. Shortly after high school graduation, I joined the U.S. Navy. Leaving
home didn't solve anything—I was still the hurting, fragmented individual I'd
been before.

In my early twenties, I underwent a slow conversion that lasted seven or eight
months and led me from being an agnostic to a serious Christian. After that, I
grew beyond the pain, but those childhood memories remained. For most of
my life, I wanted to obliterate them.

Here are invaluable lessons I've learned since then. First, I couldn't undo my
agony, no matter how many times I relived the memories or wished my
childhood had been different.

Second, I became aware that I connected with people on a more-than-surface
level. When we talked seriously, I sensed their pain and felt deep compassion
for them. That empathy pushed me into my career of being a ghostwriter (or
more correctly these days, a collaborator).

When I thought about the books I've written for others, I assumed it was in
spite of my dysfunctional background—that is, that I had overcome the trauma
of a negative childhood. About four years ago, however, I realized I've been
able to connect with others because I experienced pain and struggled for
spiritual healing. I call that reusing my pain.

The agonizing memories no longer hurt or cripple me. Instead, I'm using my
experiences to understand others enmeshed in trauma. At the same time, my
soul remains scarred. For me, that means the trauma has been covered by
God's grace, even though the distressful memories won't be totally erased.
Not only do I accept those scars, but I'm at peace. Because I experienced
emotional damage and anguish, I find common meeting places with others
whose wounds still fester.

Here's the best lesson I've learned: Although I'm marked by my inner scars,
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Don Piper's true story of death and

life is told in 90 Minutes in Heaven. A

tenth anniversary edition of this

multi-million copy seller will release

later this year.

On February 15, Cec taught at the

Bootcamp for Writers at Beeson

Divinity School in Birmingham,

Alabama. It was a great experience!

Cec preached in January and

February at Philadelphia

Presbyterian Church in Forest Park,

Georgia. Here he is with Annelle

I'm also empowered by my experiences. I need both—we need both. 

Personal News

I'm scheduled to preach at Mt. Calvary Baptist Church in Atlanta, on
March 9.
 
ON THE ROAD. I enjoy clustering events and that's what I'm doing
March 12–16, in the Spartanburg, SC, area. On Wednesday, March 12,
I'll speak to a writers group in Lake Junaluska, NC; that evening I'll be
interviewed on NiteLine in Taylors, SC. The next day I'll speak to
students at Bob Jones University. Friday and Saturday, I'll speak and
teach at the Carolina Christian Writers Conference and speak to a
Celebrate Recovery group. Sunday, March 16, I'll preach at the
Covenant Baptist Church in Anderson, SC.

I'll teach the first three Sundays in April for the John Knox Sunday
School class at Clairmont Presbyterian Church in Decatur, GA.
 
April 22 –27, I'll be in the Los Angeles area. We haven't finalized
everything, but I'll speak for the Orange County Writers Conference
and for the Christian PEN's 10th Anniversary Convention—an editors
conference—called "Keys to Successful Freelance Editing." 

The Twila Zone—Words from My Assistant, Twila Belk

As Cec mentioned in his personal news, he will teach in the Los Angeles area
at the end of April. He’s available to preach on Sunday, April 27, while he’s
there. If you live nearby and know of a church that would like to host him,
contact me at twilabelk@mchsi.com or 563-332-1622. Small churches are
okay.

Cec will also teach at the Glory Reelz Film Festival in Detroit on June 6-7, and
he’s available for other events while he’s in the area. Contact me if you’re
interested in scheduling him.

Heaven continues to be a popular topic, and the upcoming theatrical release of
Colton Burpo’s story, Heaven Is for Real, is causing a lot of excitement.
Colton’s story is one of many we included in our book I Believe in Heaven. Cec
and I assembled and re-told real stories about heaven from the Bible, history,
and today (many firsthand accounts are presented for the first time). Here’s
what to expect from reading the book:

Biblical and historical evidence of life beyond this life
Consistent reports of overwhelming peace, love, and joy in another

http://www.amazon.com/90-Minutes-Heaven-Story-Death/dp/0800759494/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1393621223&sr=1-1&keywords=90+minutes+in+heaven
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Maxwell and Marcia Cartledge, two of

the members.

Looking for a writers
conference?

Cec and/or Twila will teach at the

following excellent conferences this

year:

March 14-15, Carolina CWC (Cec)

April 25-26, Orange County CWC

(Cec)

May 14-17, Colorado CWC (Twila)

June 19-21, Cedar Falls Christian

Writers Workshop (Cec)

June 26-28, Speak Up Conf. (Twila)

July 30-August 2, Greater

Philadelphia CWC (Cec & Twila)

October 16-18, New England

Christian Writers Retreat (C & T)

realm
Attempted descriptions of beauty too magnificent for words
Insights into what happens in the final days and hours of our time here
on earth
Trustworthy answers to common questions people have about the
after-life.

Don Piper, whose story is told in 90 Minutes in Heaven, said, "Heaven is a
prepared place for prepared people. Cec and I wrote a book about my trip to
heaven several years ago. I’ve glimpsed heaven, and you're going to like it a
lot!  I Believe in Heaven is an excellent book that will help you and those whom
you love be prepared. Read and enjoy...you’ll love what happens next!"

Links: (1) Cec’s website, (2) Cec’s blog for writers, (3) Cec’s blog for male
survivors of sexual abuse, (4) Cec’s Twitter, (5) Facebook: Cecil Murphey
Author/Speaker, (6) Facebook: Cec and Me, with Cecil Murphey and Twila
Belk, (7) Facebook: Twila Belk, The Gotta Tell Somebody Gal, (8) Twila’s
website, (9) Twila’s email  

Cecil (Cec) Murphey

4297 Tucker North Court | Tucker, GA 30084 US
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